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Message from the Chair   

    

One of the things metro area residents prize most 
is our system of  regional parks and trails.   Just 
ask the community members that made 38      
million visits to the regional park system in 2009! 
The 53,000-acre system provides abundant     
opportunities for outdoor recreation and           
preserves vital natural areas for future              
generations.   
 
We need, however, to anticipate the needs of our 
growing population and set aside additional  

recreational lands before they are consumed by development.  The    
formation of the Regional Parks Foundation provides individuals,  
corporations and foundations a vehicle to provide private support to 
acquire the land while the lands are still available.  This is an opportu-
nity for you to do more to help our beloved parks.   Our goal is to raise 
support for 17,000 acres to be added to the regional park system by 
2030  

  
ñEmpty nestersò who once brought their kids to the regional parks for 
picnics, playground activities, and camping are now turning to the    
regional trails in greater numbers for exercise, recreation, and         
transportation.   To accommodate this growth, the Foundation is       
raising support to complete key trail connections and expand the miles 
of trails from the current 231 miles to  877 miles by 203o. 
  
The Foundation will partner with park agencies, funders and individu-
als to continue to expand our park system in the coming years.  We can 
leave no greater legacy to future generations than a park system that 
preserves access to outdoor recreation and protects vital natural areas. 

 

 Peter Bell 
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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

BACKGROUND ON THE REGIONAL PARKS 

FOUNDATION  

We are pleased to provide this report to 

the community, highlighting the initial 

year of operation of the Regional Park 

Foundation of the Twin Cities.  Thanks 

to contributions from visionary donors, 

all private support this year has been 

designated for an acquisition fund for 

regional parks and trails.  A founding 

grant from the Metropolitan Council 

has allowed the Regional Park Founda-

tion to make progress on several fronts, 

primarily in the areas of marketing, 

developing partnerships and establish-

ing our organization.  

Looking ahead to 2010, we would like to 

continue to raise community awareness 

of the Foundation and the regional 

parks and trails, as well as increase our 

fundraising initiatives .   

Our regional parks and trails are the  

ñcrown jewelsò of metro area.  We invite 

you to become one of our charter       

supporters and follow our progress! 
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The Metropolitan Council formed the Regional Parks Foundation of the Twin Cit-

ies on November 17, 2008 as a  separate non- profit partner for the regional park 

and trail system of the seven county metro area.  

 

The regional park and trail system play an important role in protecting Minne-

sotaôs natural resources and providing recreational amenities.  The system cur-

rently     includes 49 regional parks and reserves, more than 231 miles of regional 

trails and six special recreation features with more than 38 million annual visits.  

 

Between 2000 and 2030, the population of the metropolitan area is projected to 

grow by nearly one million people.  To accommodate that growth, the Metropoli-

tan Councilôs 2030  Regional Parks Policy Plan calls for expanding the regional 

park system from todayôs 53,000 acres to nearly 70,000 acres, and increasing the 

network of trails from 231 to 877 miles.  This plan has identified some of the re-

gionôs  ñlast best placesò which include areas of significant natural resource that 

could provide high quality recreation opportunities.  Although these areas may not 

be developed as parks until after 2030, acquisition of the land is encouraged be-

fore opportunities are lost.  

 

 

There are 12 off leash dog areas 

in the Regional Park System        



To meet the needs of the region in 2030 and beyond, the Metropolitan 
Council and regional park partners propose a  variety of changes to the 
current   regional parks system.   The Regional Park Foundation 
will   raise private support to help supplement public dollars available 
for these projects.      
 
Among them: 
 
Designate two existing county parks and three trails as "regional." 
¶    In Washington County, Pine Point Park  

¶    In Ramsey County, Tony Schmidt Park 
 
In Ramsey County/St. Paul, three regional trails :  
¶    Trout Brook, Summit   Avenue, and Lexington Parkway · 

 
Acquire and develop new parks. Search areas include: 
¶    Northwestern Anoka County  

¶    Blakeley Township in Scott County 
 
Acquire and develop new trails. Search areas include: 
¶   The Crow River, in Carver County and Three Rivers Park District 

¶   Both a north/south and an east/west trail traversing Dakota County  

¶   An east/west trail traversing Scott County  
 
In Three Rivers Park District,:  
      ¶   a trail connecting parts of Baker Park Reserve and Lake Sarah Regional           

 Park 
¶   a trail connecting Crow-Hassan and Elm Creek Park Reserves 

  
Acquire land within the current boundaries of 30 existing  
parks and four trails  
  
Acquire natural -resource lands adjacent to six existing 
parks and six existing trails 
  
Completing the System - ñThe Last Best Placesò :   These parks and trails 

would not be developed until after 2030, but the opportunity to acquire them 

will likely be lost if the lands aren't identified and purchased before 2030. The 

goal is to secure the ólast best places,ô complete the acquisition of the regional 

park system and secure opportunities for future generations, just as our prede-

cessors did for us.  

Search areas for land for new regional parks include the Miller Lake area and 

Minnesota River Bluff and Ravines in Carver County,  and in southwestern   

Dakota County.  Search areas new regional trails include northwestern Anoka 

County, central to south Carver County, and Minnesota River to Spring Lake in 

Scott County.   

                           
  

 
 
Source:   
http://www.metrocouncil.org/planning/parks/2005/ParksPlanSummary.pdf  

  

EXPANDING THE SYSTEM 
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